Project Summary: Loch Duich Micro Eco Village
Proposed Community Asset Transfer – Special Resolution at AGM, 18th June 2025
Kyle and Lochalsh Community Trust (SCIO)
Project Overview
The Trustees of Kyle and Lochalsh Community Trust (KLCT) are seeking member approval to proceed with the acquisition of two parcels of land at Ratagan and Saraig, Lochalsh, through Community Asset Transfer (CAT) from Forestry and Land Scotland (FLS), for the purpose of establishing a Micro Eco Village.
This project has received confirmation of grant funding from the Scottish Land Fund, which includes £166,722 to support the land purchase and the appointment of a Community Development Officer.
Project Aims
This community-led regeneration initiative will deliver:
- Five woodland crofts
- Affordable house sites
- Two small business units/workshops for local enterprise
- A community growing area for shared food production and wellbeing
- A parallel project to create six affordable homes in partnership with housing providers on additional FLS land at Loch Duich
The initiative directly supports priorities identified in:
- The 2021 Lochalsh Community Survey
- The 2022 Lochalsh Community Action Plan
- The 2023 Housing Needs Survey
- The 2024 Lochalsh Local Place Plan (registered with Highland Council)
Affordable housing, growing space, and local economic development consistently ranked among the top needs identified by the community.
Background and Community Vision
This project is a collaboration between Loch Duich Community Council and KLCT. The Community Council initiated the vision for retaining public forestry land as a long-term community asset, and asked KLCT to lead the project as an eligible landowner.
The project addresses demographic decline, particularly in Loch Duich, where the number of school-age children is falling. The Micro Eco Village aims to enable young people and families to stay, live, and work locally, reversing population loss and enhancing long-term resilience.
Why Member Approval Is Required
In accordance with KLCT’s Articles of Association and governance best practice, the acquisition of land or major assets through Community Asset Transfer must be approved by the membership at a general meeting.
Resolution for Member Approval
“That the members approve the acquisition of land through a Community Asset Transfer for the purpose of developing the Loch Duich Micro Eco Village, including woodland crofts, affordable house sites, business units, and community growing space, subject to the terms and vision outlined in this proposal.”
Note to Members
For more information about the project or to view a site outline, members are invited to attend the informal pre-AGM session at 5:30 PM on Wednesday, 18th June 2025, at Skye Bridge Studios.
